
BY SARAH CHANG

T EAMS of top rock climb-
ers from around the
world will compete to

emerge as the best “Spidermen”,
in a building-climbing contest –
the first of its kind – to be held
here.

Tomorrow, 21 climbers will
scale the glass facades of inte-
grated resort Marina Bay Sands’
three 200m-tall towers to reach
the Sands SkyPark, in the
World Championship Climb.

Each team comprises two
men and a woman, who will
have to conquer one tower each,
one after another.

After the last climber com-
pletes the 55-storey ascent, all
three team members have to
race to the finish line near the in-
finity pool in the Sands SkyPark
– the rooftop level linking the
three towers containing swim-
ming pools, restaurants and a
viewing deck.

The seven teams represent
the United States, Canada,
China, Europe, the Common-
wealth, Asia and Singapore.

The contest will be held to
mark the official opening of Ma-
rina Bay Sands tomorrow, but
the resort plans to make it an an-
nual affair.

The resort – which opened
963 hotel rooms, conference
rooms and a casino on April 27
– will open the remaining 1,598
hotel rooms, and more shops
and restaurants tomorrow.

As part of the opening, eight
skydivers will jump off the

Sands SkyPark and parachute
into the waters in front of the re-
sort’s Event Plaza.

A concert – featuring former
Destiny’s Child member Kelly
Rowland, as well as home-
grown stars JJ Lin and Sylvia
Ratonel – will be held at the
Event Plaza and attended by
about 4,000 people who were
given tickets earlier.

Dr Omer Mei-Dan, the climb-
ing contest’s executive producer,
said that the climb will be chal-
lenging as the tower walls are
overhanging.

It means that the climbers
will need a stronger grip in the
last leg of the climb, he said.

They also need to use the
same set of muscles repeatedly
to move up, making the climb
more strenuous, he added.

Ms Beatrix Chong, 31, the
top female rock climber in Sin-
gapore’s national team who will
represent the country in the con-
test, said this will be the first
time she will climb a building in
her 11 years of experience.

She usually climbs over natu-
ral rocks and rock interfaces at
outdoor gyms, and does speed
climbs of only 30m in height.

After a trial climb yesterday,
she said that climbing a build-
ing is more challenging than
rock climbing because there are
no proper footholds and she
can use only one climbing
method, the layback technique.

This requires the climber to
pull himself up with the arms
and push hard with the feet.

Mr Tim Emmett, 36, a Brit-

ish television host and a mem-
ber of Team Commonwealth,
emerged first out of the seven
climbers involved in yesterday’s
trial climb.

Asked to rate his team’s
chances, he said: “I got to the
top first, so, hopefully, if we play
our cards right, we can get to
the top before everyone else.”

He added: “The view was
just amazing. I wanted to get
my parachute and jump off the
building.”

Climbers will have two more

trial climbs on the towers before
the competition begins at
5.30pm tomorrow.
schang@sph.com.sg

SPIDEY: World Championship Climb producer Matt Robertson
testing the climb route. (PHOTO: MARINA BAY SANDS)

21 ‘spidermen’
to scale glass
facade of MBS

BY SIA LING XIN

THE latest attraction in Singa-
pore’s busiest shopping district,
Orchard Road, will be a trail –
not for shopping, but for butter-
fly viewing.

Pockets of greenery in the Or-
chard area will be linked to
form a green corridor that spans
4km, from Singapore Botanic
Gardens to Fort Canning, called
the Butterfly Trail.

Plants that attract butterflies
– mainly nectar plants that are a
source of food and shelter for
caterpillars and butterflies – will
be planted along this stretch
over two years.

The Nature Society (Singa-
pore) or NSS, which is spear-

heading the $400,000 project,
aims to attract 50 species of but-
terflies, including the common
birdwing and leopard lacewing,
to move into the area, up from
some 20 species that it has spot-
ted there.

Its partners are the National
Parks Board (NParks), the Sin-
gapore Tourism Board and the
Orchard Road Business Associa-
tion.

The presence of butterflies in-
dicates good air quality, as they
are not attracted to polluted
areas, said Dr Geh Min, the
NSS’ immediate past president.

This trail will offer urban
dwellers a chance to get closer
to nature, she added.

“There are many nature trails
in Singapore, but they might be

a little out of the way for people
who do not specially go on
them. We hope that planting a
trail along a shopping belt will
make appreciating nature more
accessible,” Dr Geh said.

She believes that planting
more shrubs and trees will also
help alleviate the risk of a flood,
like last week’s in Orchard
Road, from occurring again.

“Trees and plants, with their
thickets of leaves and their roots
firmly in soil, will slow down the
rain and help the soil absorb it,”
she said. This means that less
water will flow into the drainage
system, Dr Geh explained.

The NSS worked with Alexan-
dra Hospital to create a butter-
fly trail there in 2001, and also
with Changi Airport to create a

butterfly garden in 2007.
Yesterday, Ambassador at

Large at the Foreign Affairs Min-
istry Tommy Koh and other
guests helped plant shrubs and
trees on a 170-sq m plot along
the Butterfly Trail near Nassim
and Tanglin roads. More than
900 shrubs and 24 trees were
planted in the plot, which
NParks will maintain.

Tanglin resident Nicole
Shuester, 44, a music teacher,
said: “I’m really excited about
seeing the butterflies. My hus-
band and I take walks around
the area every other day, and it’d
be great to see some.”
lingxin@sph.com.sg

FOR MORE REPORTS,
SEE CHINESE SECTION B1 AND B6

Butterflies to brighten up Orchard Road soon

HELPDESK
Scale: �� pān dēng

Rooftop: �� wū dǐng

Parachute: �� tiào sǎn

Footholds: ��	 lì zú chù

PM LEE IN KL TO FOLLOW UP
ON BILATERAL ISSUES

PRIME Minister Lee Hsien
Loong will visit Kuala Lumpur,
Malaysia, on a one-day working
trip today.

He will meet Malaysian
Prime Minister Najib Razak to
follow up on bilateral issues
discussed in their retreat here
last month, which may include
a possible land swop.

A government statement last
month said that in return for six
parcels of land in Bukit Timah,
Kranji and Tanjong Pagar, own-
ed by Malaysian rail operator
Keratapi Tanah Melayu (KTM),
Singapore may offer pieces of
land of the same value in
Marina South and/or the
Ophir and Rochor areas.

Foreign Affairs Minister
George Yeo, National Develop-
ment Minister Mah Bow Tan,
Minister for Law and Second
Minister for Home Affairs K.
Shanmugam, and officials from
various ministries will also
attend the meeting.

SHANMUGAM DIDN’T
NAME KEY INSTALLATIONS

IN OUR report, “Providing
security not just Govt’s job”,
published yesterday, we listed a
series of key installations: bor-
der checkpoints, oil refineries
and power stations, in a way
that may have given the
impression that Minister for Law
and Second Minister for Home
Affairs K. Shanmugam had
named them.

The Ministry of Home Affairs
has clarified that the minister
did not give any specific
examples in his interview.
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