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Guests and volunteers planting shrubs and trees at the junction of Tanglin and Nassim
roads yesterday, at the Butterfly Trail at Orchard project launch. ST PHOTO: CAROLINE CHIA

Butterfly Trail

at Orchard
project takes off

BEFORE butterflies can move into Or-
chard Road and transform it into an ur-
ban butterfly trail, their homes will
have to be built - or rather planted.
The first phase of the Butterfly
Trail at Orchard project yesterday had
Professor Tommy Koh, Ambassador-
at-Large with the Foreign Affairs Min-
istry and patron of the Nature Society
of Singapore (NSS), and other guests
sowing the seeds of host and nectar

plants at a site along Nassim Road.
The plants will provide food and shel-
ter to caterpillars and butterflies.

More than 900 shrubs and trees
will be planted on the 170 sq m plot.

The project, spearheaded by NSS,
will cover a 4km stretch of the shop-
ping belt from the Botanic Gardens to
Fort Canning. NSS experts hope to
draw about 50 butterfly species to the
area once the trail is completed by the
end of next year. NSS estimates the
project will cost $400,000.

The plants may also help in times
of heavy rain, said former NSS presi-
dent Geh Min. “Trees and plants...
slow down the rain and help the soil
absorb it, so it is released more slowly
and in lesser quantity to the drainage
system,” she said.
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